
Multifamily's Share of New Residential Construction Permits, by State

Percentage of building permits issued for structures with 5+ units in 2025. States ranked highest to lowest. Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Northeast South Midwest West Unexpectedly high Unexpectedly low

NY 77.5%

CT 64.1%

MA 60.8%

NJ 57.6%

AK 56.8%

RI 53.0%

WA 49.3%

IL 49.2%

VT 47.1%

NE 46.0%

WI 45.9%

SD 45.9%

KY 45.2%

OH 43.4%

MT 43.4%

NH 41.5%

CA 39.8%

KS 38.6%

IA 38.0%

MO 37.6%

HI 37.0%

CO 36.5%

MN 35.8%

MD 35.3%

PA 34.1%

VA 33.1%

OR 32.9%

MI 30.8%

TX 30.0%

AZ 29.6%

GA 29.4%

ND 28.8%

FL 28.8%

AR 28.2%

TN 27.2%

NC 26.4%

UT 26.1%

IN 24.6%

WY 23.6%

ME 22.9%

NV 22.6%

OK 20.1%

WV 16.1%

AL 15.9%

ID 15.9%

LA 15.3%

NM 14.3%

SC 13.8%

DE 12.7%

MS 4.6%

States That Buck the Trend

56.8% Alaska

Libertarian, remote, and sparsely populated — yet fifth in the nation
for multifamily permitting. Military housing and extreme climate
drive compact construction.

12.7% Delaware

A Mid-Atlantic state with the second-lowest multifamily share in the
country — ahead of only Mississippi.

46.0% Nebraska & South Dakota

Deep red, agricultural states where nearly half of all new permits
are multifamily. Both outpace California (39.8%).

39.8% California

Home to the nation's most acute housing crisis, yet its multifamily
share falls below Wisconsin, Kentucky, and Illinois.

45.2% Kentucky

Perhaps more purple than many expect, Kentucky is ahead of
Colorado, Minnesota, Maryland, and Virginia in multifamily share.

22.9% Maine

A New England state with a multifamily share lower than Arkansas
and North Dakota, defying the regional pattern.

Data: U.S. Census Bureau, Building Permits Survey.   Chart: Passive House Accelerator.


